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An historic meeting between representatives oftwo branches of the Durham family occurred
at Wayman Chapel AME Church In Ennls. Texas. Donald Durham Is from Falrfleld County In
South Carolina, while Debra Uzzel Isfrom Falrfleld, Texas. They aredisplaying copies of"The
Durhams of Falrfleld: An African American Genealogy" byWayman Chapel PastorBob Uzzel.

Family ties bind
South Carolina Durham visits Wayman Chapel
By Dr.Robert L.Uzzel
ForThe HeraldIndependent

FAIRFIELD
COUNTY —In 2012,
I visited Fairfield
County, S.C., where I
conducted research for
my fourth book The
Durhams of Fairfield:
An African American
Genealogy.

Shortly after begin
ning my work on thii
project during the
late 1970s, evidence
indicated that the
ancestors of my wife
Debra, who is from
Fairfield, Texas, had
been slaves in Fairfield
County, B.C., had come
with their masters to
DeSoto Parish, La.,
and had settled in the
Butler Community,
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The cover of The Durhams of
Falrfleld.

east of Fairfield, which
is the county seat of
Freestone County.

Further research
confirmed this fact and
Eddie Marie Durham,
the wife of Debra's sec
ond cousin Bobby Jean
Durham, wrote in her
book Mama, "Babe"

and Me that "it is
either ironic or inten
tional" that being born
in the Fairfield District
of South Carolina, the
Durhams would settle
in the area of Fairfield,
Texas. I fully concur.

Since the publica
tion of The Durhams
of Fairfield in January,
social media has put
me in touch with many
Durhams, both black
and white, from vari
ous states and coun
tries. On March 15, my
Facebook friend Don
ald Durham worshiped
with us at Wayman
Chapel AME Church in
Ennis. Don is the first
member of the South
Carolina branch of the
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family I have found
Imng in Texas. 1 intro
duced hinj to Debra as a
"long,lost .cousin."

Donald DeWayne •
Durham was born on
March 25,1977 in Port
Benning, Ga,, where
his father was stationed
in the military. His
parentSr James and Flor
ence Shannon Durham,
were both natives of
Ridgeway in Fairfield
County, S.C.

In 2012,1 interviewed.
Boykin Durham and his'
sister, Katherine Dur-
liam Pope, at the their
homes near Lake Water-
ee. Both have Ridgeway

addresses. I also visited
Ridgeway's Ruff Store,

,which has been in the
same family for seven
generations.

Don grew up on vari
ous military bases. He.
graduated from Manhat
tan High School in 1995
and spent two years\at
Kansas State University
in Manhattan, Kan. At
age 16, he began work-
ing at Sonic Drive-in
restaurants. He is now a
managing partner with'
SoniCv He has mana^
Sonics in Junction City,
Kan.; Roanoke Rapids,
N.C.; Rocky Mount,
N.C.; Houston, Texas;
and Lancaster, Texas,

For the past two
years, he has managed
the Sonic at Forney,
Texas. His wife, Siiiey,

is a native of Dayton,
Texas. They have a
3-year-old daughter
named Devonae. He
plans to continue his
career at Sonic and,
upon retirement, return
to Fairfield County, S.C.

I am quite pleased
that my book has
inspired Don to pursue
further genedogical
research. This summer,
we both plan to attend

. the Isaac Durham Fami
ly Reunion in the Butler

. Community. I hope and.
pray that tlus willhe
the beginning of exten
sive contact between

the South Carolina and
Texas branches of the .
Durham faihily apd a
greater Appreciation of
a shared heritage.



OKAX HOW tOOT THIS - ^
rqu lETWEW VOU a PRIN^,
ANP IF you STILI CANT STANP

•• you CAN ICEEP HALF
m STUF.

THFFAMIIYniPnik

CONCEPTIS SUDOKU
by Dave Green

Conceptis SudoKu By Dave Green

_A_

9

9 2

7

±
^

6 9
Difficulty Level ★ ★

^
1

AWI

4 7

Tnri;iv'c 5%nliitinn


